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Mediator Recertification 
 
Mediators certified in the Commonwealth of Virginia must apply for recertification every two 

years. The deadline for recertification is always October 31st. To find your certification and 

expiration date, please refer to your certification documents or your online profile. 

Requirements for recertification are governed by the Guidelines for the Training and 

Certification of Court-Referred Mediators.  

Continuing Mediator Education (CME) Requirements for Recertification 

• CME credit hours are earned by attending trainings that are approved by DRS and are 

defined as either Non-ethics or Ethics.  

• Mediators must earn a minimum of 10 CME’s every two years, at least 2 (two) of which 

must be in mediator Ethics. 

o Please note: mediator ethics are based upon the Standards of Ethics and 

Professional Responsibility for Certified Mediator Guidelines and are distinct 

from attorney ethics that are based upon requirements of the Virginia State Bar.  

o Ethics courses must be live and interactive, attended virtually or in-person    

o Courses approved for CME are verified by the ADR 1010 form. Participants will be given 

this form by the course trainer. Core courses may also be used for CME and are verified 

by the ADR 1006 form.  

NOTE:  starting with certifications expiring October 31, 2024, only half (4) of your non-ethics 

CME credits may be obtained through pre-recorded videos.  The remaining 4 non-ethics credits 

must be derived from live (in-person OR virtual) training programs or seminars.  If you register 

for a live training or seminar, but are unable to attend due to an unforeseen circumstance, you 

have 60 days to view a recording of the event (if available) and receive full CME credit as if you 

had attended live.  However, the trainer or training sponsor must offer you a way to ask follow-

up questions or discuss the material, if you so desire. 

http://webdev.courts.state.va.us/drs/form-g.html
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/training/tom.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/training/tom.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/soe.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/soe.pdf
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• To apply for recertification, please submit to DRS the Application for Mediator 

Recertification (ADR 1003) form and attach proof of the courses taken for CME (either 

the ADR 1010 form or, for a core course, the ADR 1006 form).   

o Click here for Instructions for form ADR 1003.  

o A CME calculator is available on the DRS website to help you prepare. 

• DRS will start accepting applications for recertification on August 1 of each year. Please 

be sure the form is complete and all necessary proof is included with the application. 

How to Obtain CME Credits 

• Many approved training opportunities are posted on either DRS’s Advanced Training 

Calendar or the Core Training Calendar.  

• Additional course offerings can be found on the websites of the many Alternative 

Dispute Resolution Organizations located in Virginia.  

• If you have a course you would like to deliver as a trainer, you may request approval for 

CME credit. To apply, please use the Trainer Application for CME Course Certification 

form (ADR 2001).  

o A mediator who delivers an approved CME training may receive up to 6 CME’s.  

• If you attend a training that has not been approved by DRS but you believe is applicable 

to your mediation practice, you may request CME credit using the Mediator Application 

for CME Course Certification form (ADR-2002). Complete this form before or after you 

attend a training but please allow 30 calendar days to review. If approved, you will 

receive an ADR-1010 form to attach to your recertification application.  

• You may request up to three CME credits following a co-mediation by engaging in 

Mediator Self-Reflection – Request for CME form (ADR-1011). DRS will determine the 

amount of credit approved and send you an ADR-1010.  

o For an additional resource, please see DRS’s Mediator Self-Reflection Treasury 

created by mediators and trainers in Virginia. 

• Additional pre-approved courses may be found on Online CME Resources. This site will 

link you to free, pre-recorded webinars to view for non-ethics CME credit verified by a 

specialized version of the ADR-1010 to submit with your application.  

https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr1003.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr1003.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr1003inst.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/cme_calc_tool.html
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?title=Advanced+Training+Calendar&height=600&wkst=1&bgcolor=%23FFFFFF&src=k2uk99hcqp6quqi2a8ekhai8r4@group.calendar.google.com&color=%2328754E&src=9r2h0vvv5i1f535mjd23nht6fo@group.calendar.google.com&color=%2323164E&src=5g075kaojto0dn2e5ellg85h40@group.calendar.google.com&color=%23865A5A&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?title=Advanced+Training+Calendar&height=600&wkst=1&bgcolor=%23FFFFFF&src=k2uk99hcqp6quqi2a8ekhai8r4@group.calendar.google.com&color=%2328754E&src=9r2h0vvv5i1f535mjd23nht6fo@group.calendar.google.com&color=%2323164E&src=5g075kaojto0dn2e5ellg85h40@group.calendar.google.com&color=%23865A5A&ctz=America/New_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?title=Core+Training+Calendar&height=600&wkst=1&bgcolor=%23FFFFFF&src=2k0e2sag5nc3ml06r1idc7elvc@group.calendar.google.com&color=%23125A12&src=smv3l93qu05ig3mlgd4h1rfq3k@group.calendar.google.com&color=%23711616&src=c811ud6nett24tmvopu30ss1tk@group.calendar.google.com&color=%238D6F47&src=vig25p81kkc8demj6mkqsab89g@group.calendar.google.com&color=%23B1365F&src=4021s4ioibtubn9hv7q01rd268@group.calendar.google.com&color=%236B3304&src=6k2chkbcb4qjq7n89sfnq4lom8@group.calendar.google.com&color=%235229A3&src=70ro6j4pk0fucf7aql4vpkfkf8@group.calendar.google.com&color=%238C500B&src=fb7hvoee8r2gjj7mc1lm4qkbi0@group.calendar.google.com&color=%23853104&src=nad4qgdheggjdm692qlhfif7b0@group.calendar.google.com&color=%230F4B38&src=1csme7eb8ppacmpl09oj1bgbfk@group.calendar.google.com&color=%23182C57&src=rg86rl18fvod6e9h6h24j5thd8@group.calendar.google.com&color=%235F6B02&ctz=America/New_York&pli=1
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/cmcl.html#organizations
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/cmcl.html#organizations
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr2001.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr2001.pdf
http://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr2002.pdf
http://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr2002.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr1011.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr1011.pdf
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/resources/treasury.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ugrCxzi7fRRxRq4wrxv2iboR3emWvX-yK9_azZOXifw/edit
http://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr1010.pdf
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What if I have more than enough credits? 

If you earn more than 10 CME credits toward recertification, you may carry over up to 8 

credits to your next recertification cycle. All carryover credits, even ethics, will be 

treated as non-ethics CME. If you attend a course after submitting your recertification 

application but before the start of your new certification period, you can request 

carryover CME using the CME Carryover Supplemental Form (ADR-1003A). 

What if I do not have enough credits to recertify? 

If you are unable to complete the requirements before your certification(s) expire, your 

certification(s) will lapse. Extensions cannot be granted to a mediator’s certification. 

Mediators who do not renew their certification(s) may not hold themselves out as 

certified mediators, trainers, or mentors; may not mediate court-referred cases without 

a certified mediator; and will not be covered by civil immunity.  

• A mediator with a lapsed certification has two years to complete the 

requirements to be recertified. If two or more years have passed, please contact 

drsapplications@vacourts.gov for new requirements. 

 

http://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/forms/adr1003a.pdf
mailto:DRSApplications@vacourts.gov

